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        The Presidentõs Slate 

We had a great time during our February meeting. We learned that a 50 lb 

weight limit for luggage is just not that important when you have a 1300 lb 

camera!  I thought mine was a little large.  But an IMAX camera is really 
LARGE!  Combine that with all the other equipment and you really have a 

lot of gear!  Makes my packing plan for my next trip just that much more 

insignificant.  

Itôs that time of year againé. Election Time!  But most importantly itôs time 

to put yourself forward for the club.  Maybe itôs not Uncle Sam but the club 

cannot function without those few people who plan the activities, the 

meetings, and just get together to run this thing we call the San Diego Dive 

Club.  Maybe you find yourself with a few moments every month that you 

could lend to plan an activity, a dive or ?  Well, now is the time to run for an 

office and start that political career that has been knawing at you to get 

involved. 

Or just find another fun way of giving a little back to your club!  That in and 

of itself is such a great thing to do and I have enjoyed my last 2 years of my 

service here.  It has been a challenge at times but always rewarding.  May a 

few of you find the moments to discover what I haveé. Enjoy the day! And 

enjoy the challenge!  

Buté Itôs now time to go blow bubbles! 

Michael J. King 
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San Diego Dive Club Officerôs Meeting 
 

Have some ideas and suggestions on the direction the dive club should be heading? Come share those ideas 
with the club officers. All members are encouraged to participate in the San Diego Dive Club Officers' 

Meetings. The Officers' Meetings are held at 6:30 PM on the 3rd Thursday of each month at: 
 
 

Marie Calendarôs, 6950 Alvarado Rd. La Mesa 
 
 

The officers of the club try to anticipate the needs, desires and best interests of the club, but remember that 

this is your club too, and we need your new thoughts and ideas to keep the club fun and exciting. 

 

 

 

San Diego Dive Club - Last Meeting Message from February 2010 Meeting 

 

Howard and Michelle Hall provided an interesting talk about diving and their 

history in underwater filmmaking.  The behind the scenes stills and videos of 

IMAX filmmaking was fascinating (remember the 1300lb camera?).  Having our 

meeting at Sumner Hall at Scripps Oceanographic was very nice indeed.  Thanks 

to the SDUFEX for providing the loan of the HD video projector! 
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Mar. 4 Monthly meeting, Mary Lynn Price speaker 

Mar. 13 SDDC Dive, site/coordinator (TBD) 

Mar.20 DUI Demo days www.dui-online.com 
Mar.28  Pirates Dinner Adventure 

April 1  Monthly Meeting 

April 3  Pancake Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt at 

LJ Shores 

April 16  Laughlin Drift Dive,  3 days, Barbie Lass 

April   Two harbors Trip Date (TBD) 

April 24  I Love a Clean San Diego, Mike King 

May 15,16 Long Beach Scuba Show 

Sept 23-26 Channel Islands, on Horizon, Scott Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

   
 

  

Long Range Calendar 
 

**San Diego Dive Club sponsored events** 

March Meeting 
Thursday, March 4, 7pm at Giovanniôs  

 

Guest Speaker Mary Lynn Price 
Video for the 21st Century  

Storytelling O n Location from Antarctica 

to Alaska  on land and at sea 
Mary Lynn Price regaled us with a fast-paced look at 

producing and sharing short-format video for 21st Century 

storytelling.  Presenter Mary Lynn Price will share her tips for 

making compelling short videos and sharing them via the web, 

podcasting, and social networking. 

 

Mary Lynn is a video journalist and podcaster based in San 

Diego.  She has traveled to Antarctica as part of a National 

Science Foundation grant to interview women working there, 

and will be returning to Antarctica later this year to film 

Weddell Seals at a remote field camp outside McMurdo 

Station.  She is the executive producer of the iTunes featured 

podcast, DiveFilm HD Video.  Mary Lynn is also a founding 

organizer of the San Diego UnderSea Film Exhibition. She is 

an Apple certified pro in Final Cut Pro 7, and teaches video 

editing and storytelling on land and at sea.  Samples of Mary 

Lynn's work at marylynnprice.com and 

WomenInAntarctica.com. 

San Diego Dive Club  

Check Out These Benefits!!! 
  10% discount on non-sale dive gear & rentals, 

education classes, & boat charters at Sport Chalet. 

10 free air fills and 10% discount on additional air at 

Sport Chalet. 

Quarterly buddy lists & Monthly newsletter. 

Meet new friends and dive buddies at monthly         

meetings & dives. 

Group travel to exotic diving locations. 

Ocean, lake, and beach cleanup events. 

Special member only events. 

Fantastic monthly and quarterly raffle prizes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Underwater Confidence Course & Treasure Hunt Results 
On January 9

th
 we conducted our annual Under Water Confidence Course and Treasure Hunt.  We had a number of 

individuals come down and test some new gear and a few people who just wanted to take the opportunity to get re-

familiarized with their old gear.  We even had a few people who were willing to try the course and see if the could find 

the key to the treasure chest.  Raffle tickets will be awarded at the next club meeting for the treasure that was found 

during the event.  Congratulations to those who successfully completed the course and thanks to all those who came down 

and participated, or who helped with the event.  The following are the results: 

Name  Time (minutes)    Treasure 

Tony Z.   9:15    Found the GOLD, 5 free raffle tickets 

Jeff B.   8:00    Found the SILVER, 3 free raffle tickets 

Heather L  12:13    Found the MUSKET SHOT, 1 free raffle ticket 

Kevin B.  4:41       Found the MUSKET SHOT, 1 free raffle ticket 

 Also welcome to Tony Z. who signed up as a new member at the event. 
 

February Raffle Prize Winners  

 
Scott Anderson - Magazine                                                                       Barbie Lass        -    T-shirt, New Tank! 

Scott Brown      -  Spring fin straps & Gift Card                                       James Caldwell  -   T shirt                             

Miko Olsen       -  Pelican Case & magazine                                              David Pierce      -    Mask slap strap & magazine 

Steve Gardner   -  Mini Q-40 light, fin straps, writing board, magazine    Jen Petit             -    Magazine 

       

 

 

http://www.dui-online.com/
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PHOTO Tip ï March 2010 UWPhotographyGuide.com Launches the Worldôs First Free Comprehensive 
Online Guide to Underwater Photography for Divers and Photographers  

 

Underwater photography is a growing activity enjoyed by tens of thousands of scuba divers each year.     

UWPhotographyGuide.com is a comprehensive resource on underwater photography theory, technique, equipment, 

travel destinations and marine life for beginners and experienced photographers 

by Scott Gietler 

Santa Monica, CA (PRWEB) January 27, 2010 -- Underwater photography is the most challenging type of photography one can 

undertake. It is also one of the fastest growing segments, due to the rapid drop in the price of underwater camera housings over the 

last 10 years. UWPhotographyGuide.com is proud to be the first free comprehensive online guide to underwater photography to assist 

divers and photographers in learning this difficult art.  

The website UWPhotographyGuide.com has been in beta for several months already, with articles on theory, technique and 

equipment being added every week. Many award-winning amateur and professional underwater photographers worldwide have 

contributed to the Underwater Photography Guide. Reaction to this resource by industry professionals has been overwhelmingly 

positive.  

The website UWPhotographyGuide.com has been in beta for several months already, with articles on theory, technique and 

equipment being added every week. Many award-winning amateur and professional underwater photographers worldwide have 

contributed to the Underwater Photography Guide. Reaction to this resource by industry professionals has been overwhelmingly 

positive.  

Well-known professional underwater photographer Alex Mustard says "The Underwater Photography Guide is an excellent and free 

resource that every underwater photographer who wants to improve their photos should bookmark".  

Bonnie Pelnar, of www.TheUnderwaterPhotographer.com says "The Underwater Photography Guide is a valuable resource for 

beginners as well as accomplished shooters. I recommend it to all my workshop students. It's the perfect combination of technical 

"how-to" that's easy to understand, creative ideas and research and testing that backs it all up. I love the unbiased articles and straight-

forward delivery. Nice job!" 

see Tip page 6 

Photo of the Month Contest 

  
 

This is a friendly contest, featuring framed underwater photos set out at the club meeting.  Anyone in attendance can vote; the winning photographer receives 5 

raffle tickets and fame, and the appreciation of SDDC.  The rules for this contest, enforced by the honor system include:   

¶ Underwater pictures only (digital or film) taken since the last meeting 

¶ The photographer must be submersed in the same liquid as the subject 

¶ One picture per person per month 

¶ Display your picture as taken with your camera and lighting 

¶ Cropping is OK, but please refrain from zooming in on your subject or using any form of Photoshopôing before printing 
  

Each month's winning picture may be displayed at the following month's meeting as the previous month's winner, and featured here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

February Photo Winner 

Mike King  

Anenome and Clownfish - Bali 
 

http://www.prweb.com/
http://www.uwphotographyguide.com/
http://www.theunderwaterphotographer.com/
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Diving Southern California's Oil Rigs, By Mike Bartick  
Just off the coast of Southern California lies a unique habitat that is overlooked by most underwater photographers. It is a 

remembrance of a once thriving industry strung along our coastline. No, not ship wrecks. Not even kelp forests.  I'm talking 

about our oil rig platforms. 

 

The platforms are perched high above the waterline for protection against Californiaôs severe weather conditions. Supported 

by a labyrinth of massive beams, pillars and pipes, these are Herculean structures. 

  

The pillars themselves jut straight up from the ocean floor from hundreds of feet 

below. Engineered to maximize strength and stability, the pillars are interconnected by 

crossbeams in 45-foot increments. 

 

The first rig on our stop today is named ñEurekaò. As we approach the loud humming 

and hissing of the drill platform, the steel on steel banging mixed with barking sea lions 

make an interesting audio track. The dive master competes with this ambient nose as he 

gives his briefing. 

 

ñThis rig is constructed in over seven hundred feet of waterò he shouts, ñwe wonôt be 

throwing an anchor so watch your depths and have fun!ò 

Our boat is loaded with 12 experienced shooters from the Los Angeles Photographic 

Society. Today is one of their many day trip shootouts. It seems we have hit it just right 

as the topside conditions are balmy with a slight breeze, the water is icy blue and the 

surface is glassy with an ever so slight bump -- near perfect conditions.  Yesterday it 

was close to gail force winds, white caps and 8 second swells. I guess that's California 

for you-- if you donôt like the weather, wait a few minutes. 

The entry is done from a live boat with the engines at idle speed. We slowly approach the designated entry point as people 

put on their final pieces of gear. Timing is everything when your diving exposed like this. Even though itôs calm now, 

conditions can change on a dime. The captain puts the stern into the perfect position and with military like precision we 

enter the water. 

 

Cameras are handed down and after a few finkicks I slip below the surface. The cobalt colored water embraces me like a 

cool blanket. Wow, the viz is unreal today and everything is suddenly silent. I imagine flying through a submerged 

skyscraper, starting on the roof and going down with each crossbeam another floor.  Every pillar hosts communities of life.  

I can see a structure ahead, but I canôt help from looking straight down, the visceral light beams creating shadows below 

me, the feeling is incredible.  Kicking against a slight current and descending, I arrive at the first crossbeam, leveling off at 

about the 50 foot mark. Divers above and below set off in different directions. 

 

The submerged structure is really something to behold. With a constant current blowing, pelagic larvae of all different types 

can find a home here. The shallower surgy spots are host to large mussels, giving way to Corynactus, Bryozoan, Brittle 

Stars, Sponges of endless variety and much more. 

The water at this time of the year can hover around the 70 degree mark up top, which is very comfy, but as one descends 

things change quickly. 

 

I exhale and set off to explore the next floor. The first thermocline visually appears like a slight oil slick, a natural 

separation of the warmer water from the cooler water. 

   

I pass through and the temperature drops a good seven degrees, quickly reminding me why Iôm grateful for my drysuit. 

Below that first thermo-layer the water is notably cooler. Not only that, but something to notice as an underwater 

photographer is that the water has taken on a greenish haze and the penetrating light has dropped a bit. The green haze 

happens to be drifting organisms, a constant conveyor belt of planktonic passerbyôs.  Continued page5                                                                   

http://www.saltwaterphoto.com/
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Some stick to the beams and grow, some are consumed, and others just keep cruising 

through with the current. Subsequently, the beams are loaded with life here including 

dinner plate sized scallops, various types of Rockfish and cabazons. 

My goal is to head on down to the second set of cross beams, somewhere around the 

100 foot mark. Soon I begin to see the tell tale signs of my depth, the milky white 

plume of the Matridium anemone. The beams down here are just loaded with life. 

Growth upon growth, nothing here is exposed. 

  

There are layers of sponge with scallops and brittle stars lacing through like stitching. 

There are barnacles reaching out for food and quickly retracting, hydroids everywhere, 

big sea stars and talk about Nudibranchs! I have to resist the temptation of looking for 

Nudiôs today, im shooting wide angle, Okay, just a peek!!, (rice sized Dotos? 

Hermissenda, San Diegensis, Dendronotus hmm...maybe I need Go Nudi here!)   Note 

to self: repeat dive with macro lens. 

 

Resting at the second set of beams near a corner, Iôm looking out and around. This is a 

really cool opportunity to see the unexpected. It's possible to see sharks, rays, mola-

molas, sea nettles. I didn't get lucky today, but maybe next time. 

   

From my position I can see the next crossbeam below me, and I can see the one above me, even through the haze of the 

thermocline. I have never been below the third set of crossbeams but the allure is always there. 

 

Looking up I am stunned by the clouds of Blacksmith. They are countless in numbers as they sway back and forth. They 

turn from silver and shiny to black and back again as a sea lion darts through the mass. My buddy shooting video is cruising 

and catching the motion. Big Sheepheads are out here too, and occasionally one might even see some Barracudas.  As I am 

hunkered down shooting I am reminded why I can look should not touch. 

 

A large female Sheephead sneaks up on me and bites my finger. Yeow!, it felt like someone smacked my finger with a 

hammer, I pushed back too see her toothy mouth open as if she was laughing at me. 

Nice, I canôt believe a Sheephead bit me. 

My bottom timer beeps away and lets me know that its time to start my ascent. Cruising 

through the tightly packed pillars, again Iôm reminded of a skyscraper, gliding through 

the hallways.  I pass through the thermo cline and back into the blue, clean clear water. 

My body begins to warm up as the sunlight blasts through the surface. 

 

Here I can see divers on opposite sides of me at least 50 feet away on both sides, there is 

arguably 80-100 feet of viz. With all of this light, I decide to shoot ambient. I crank my 

D300 up to ISO 2000 and let the shutter fly. I see my video buddy shooting away, at a 

distance all I can really see is his outline in the halo from his video lamps. Using his 

light I try to create a moody ñman at workò kind of feel. I meter the background then 

stop down a bit.  As I approach the end of this dive I am reminded of the exposure to the 

open ocean. The surface is 20 feet above me and I am already rocking and rolling. The 

conditions have changed. I kick out and away from the structure to alleviate that 

problem. I spot a pelagic Stingray forty feet below, what a way to wrap it up. The boat 

swings in and we clamber back on board. Incredible. Everyone is excited and chattering 

away, and this was just the first dive of the day.  Photo ops out here never stop, whether 

youôre shooting wide or macro, video or still.  There is always a host of creatures that live within this massive vertical reef 

system and even the possibilities of spotting pelagic animals.  Southern California is home to many oil platforms, starting 

from Santa Barbara down and into the Huntington Beach area. They structures offer chances for unique photo 

opportunities.  See Oil Rigs page 6 

 

http://www.divephotoguide.com/underwater-photography-special-features/category/going-nudi-series/
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SCUBA Show 2010 ð May 15-16, 2010    Long Beach Convention Center, Long Beach, CA 

 
The SCUBA Show, Americaôs Largest Consumer Dive Expo, will take place May 15-16 at the Long Beach Convention 

Center in Long Beach, California. This is the 23rd year of this popular event. The show will consist of 76,000 square feet 

of diving related exhibits including new and revolutionary 

dive gear, travel pros (many offering show discounts), and 

diving experts. Several exhibitors also offer free drawings for 

valuable prizes. The first 1,000 people in attendance on 

Saturday and Sunday will receive complementary tote bags, 

and door prizes will be taking place through out the day. 

Highlighting the exhibit hall will be a personal appearance by 

world famous artist Wyland. On Saturday he will be 

interacting with attendees while painting a new piece of art 

and on Sunday will be painting with over 200 children who 

have pre-registered in advance. 

Legendary underwater filmmaker Stan Waterman will be headlining a weekend of seminars that include some of the most 

popular dive experts around. Some of the presenters include Jack and Sue Drafahl, Bruce Watkins, Dale Sheckler, Ken 

Knezick, Ken Kurtis, and many more. Subjects covered include underwater photography and video, marine life, dive 

travel, and more.  

A continuous underwater film festival will be running in the exhibit hall on a three-story high screen and will feature films 

from around the world by over a dozen 

underwater imaging experts.  

Saturday night will feature a Casino party 

benefiting California Ships to Reefs, a non-

profit organization sinking ships along the 

California coastline as artificial reefs. 

Highlight of the party will be the awarding 

of the California Scuba Service Award.  

Exhibit hall hours are Saturday 10:00 a.m. 

to 6:00 p.m., and Sunday from 10:00 a.m. 

to 5:00 p.m. Admission is $12 and includes 

admission to exhibit hall and film festival 

(seminars are an additional charge). 

Discount coupons are available at 

California dive stores, on California dive 

charter boats and through California dive 

clubs. Age 12 and under are admitted free. 

For information on SCUBA Show 2010 

call (310) 792-2333 or visit the web site 

www.scubashow.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ti p from page 3 

Uwe Schmolke, a German Photographer who recently won best of show in 

the prestigious Los Angeles Underwater Photographic Society 

International Competition, says ñthe Underwater Photography Guide is a 

very hands-on guide to Underwater Photography which enables both 

beginners and passionate amateurs to improve their capabilities in making 

underwater photos an unforgettable experience. In addition to many links 

to equipment providers, it provides easy access to a lot of desired 

information." 

Owner and Editor of UWPhotographyGuide.com Scott Gietler says 

ñUnderwater photography can be very daunting the first time it is 

attempted. After 1,000 dives with a camera, I am still learning. My 

passion is not just photography, but sharing with others how to get more 

out of it. And at the end of the day, if more people are taking photos that 

they want to share, itôs going to also drive interest in scuba diving and 

preserving our worldôs oceans.ò  

In addition to photography theory and technique, the Underwater 

Photography Guide also has articles on the natural history and behavior of 

marine life, and unbiased, informative articles about dive destinations 

around the world that offer underwater photography opportunities. 

AboutUWPhotographyGuide.com - UWPhotographyGuide.com is a Santa 

Monica based website dedicated to helping underwater photographers and 

scuba divers learn and improve their underwater photography. For more 

information, visit http://www.uwphotographyguide.com. Scott Gietler can 

be contacted at 310-904-3112.ṫ 

From Oil Rigs page 5  

If you would like to to explore the rigs I 

recommend a local charter. 

There is nothing quite like cruising these 

huge, man-made structures coated with 

color and pulsing with life. Though they 

are beautiful they can also be dangerous. 

This dive is intended for advanced 

divers; and you should always have a 

signaling device. Remember, safety 

first.ṫ 

http://www.scubashow.com/
http://www.uwphotographyguide.com/underwater-photography-destinations
http://www.uwphotographyguide.com/
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Council of Divers Update 

 
The Feb. speaker, Kathleen Stogsdall of IB Divers, was unable to make the meeting - 

possibly due to the rainy weather. Discussion was on maintaining joint access to our 

local beaches. Thanks to everyone that filled out a club questionnaire on the Council 

of Divers at January's SDDC meeting. The compiled information was given to the 

Council to give them insight into our groupsô thoughts and ideas.  

Come join us at the next Council meeting at the La Jolla Brew House, Tuesday, 

April 13
th
 at 7pm.   

 

 

Pirates Dinner Adventure 

The SDDC is going to the Pirates Dinner Adventure in Buena Park on Sunday March 28
th.  

The show starts at 5:00 pm with appetizers starting at 3:30pm at a cost of $34 per adult and 

$30 per child (age 3-11). We will need a minimum of 10 to get this dinner show discount 

and need a 50% deposit by Feb 26th.  

If you are interested in going, please contact me by Feb 26
th

 at:bountifulbarb@hotmail.com  

 

* Diver's Day at the Aquarium of the Pacific is the same day and this would be a fun stop on the way home.  

 

 

Laughlin  

  

The club is heading back to Laughlin the weekend of April 16th, 17th & 18th
 
for fun, 

diving and relaxation. This year we are staying at the Tropicana Express and have a 

special rate on a block of rooms. Please contact Group Sales at 1-800-243-6846, 

mention that you are with the SD Dive Club and use code 15881. Contact Barbie or 

check our club Facebook page for more information: bountifulbarb@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

mailto:bountifulbarb@hotmail.com
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DIVE CLUB MEETING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

1st Thursday of each month @ 7:00 P.M. 

at 
 

Giovanniôs Italian Restaurant 
9353 Clairemont Mesa Blvd 

 

From 163 take Clairemont Mesa Blvd. East 

From 15 take Clairemont Mesa Blvd. West 

Giovanniôs is on the South side of Clairemont Mesa  

on the West side of Ruffin 
 

Monthly raffle drawings!  
 

January, April, July and October are the club's quarterly meetings 

and we will have a grand raffle prize. The winning ticket is drawn 

from that eveningôs batch and from the previous two months. 

ONLY CURRENT CLUB MEMBERS ARE 

ELLIGIBLE TO WIN THE QUARTERLY PRIZE!!!  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

San Diego Dive Club, P.O. Box 81678San Diego, CA 92138-

1678               www.sandiegodiveclub.com 
 

 

D ip s ,  T ip s  a n d  T r i p s 
 
 

Please send descriptions of your favorite local dive spot, best dive tips or U/W photo tips, or brief reports or 

articles describing your last dive trip. Or?  Weôll select and publish them, as space allows.  Please submit 

electronically by the 15
th

 of the previous month.  Submissions are subject to editing. 
 

 

Members receive $20 Off!!!  

 

 

 
 


